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1
- MECHANICAL POWER TRANSMITTING SYSTEM

| CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
| “APPLICATION

o Thie application is a centmuatlen-m-part appheatlen
of U.S. Ser. Ne 028 501 ﬁled Aprﬂ 9, 1979 now aban-
j:doned o

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Thls invention relates to prer transmlttlng devices

L '_for connecting a rotatable drive member to a load, and
. deals more particularly with such a device generating

~ and harnessing centrifugal force as a vital part of the
o pewer transmission scheme. = -
- A general object of this invention is to provide a

-' ;'pew_er__transmlttmg_ device for connecting a rotatable
- drive member to a load and which device is non-stalling

" regardless of the heaviness of the load being driven.
. That 18, even if the load becomes extremely heavy or

-~ completely stops, the drive member may continue to be

rotated by the motor, engine or other power source
“-without the motor or engine bemg loaded to the point
of being stalled or damaged. .

Another object of the mventlen is to prewde a pnwer

- transmitting device which inherently functions similar
' to an automatic transmission or torque converter caus-

- ing force to be transmitted to the load at a speed consis-
tent with the load while the drive member continues to
be rotated at a substantially constant speed. That is,
‘when the load is heavy force or torque is applied to the
load at a relatively low speed, and when the load is light
force or torgue is applied to the load at a relatively hi gh
speed, while the speed of the drive member remams
substantially constant for different loads.

Another object of the inivention is to provide a power
transmitting device which may be configured to drive
either a load with. a reciprocating input member or a
load with a unidirectionally: rotatable input member.

- A still further object of the invention is to provide a
power transmitting device of the foregoing character
wherein the efficiency of the device increases with
increases in the speed of the rotatable input member so
that, for a given load, less power is required to drive the
drive member as its speed increases. -

‘Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the drawings and from the following
detailed description of the preferred embodiments.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION .

This invention resides in a power transmitting device
for connecting a rotatable drive member to a load
which may have either a reciprocating input member or
a umdirectionally rotatable input member. More partic-
ularly, the invention resides in such a device having at
least one weight means restrained to movement along a
non-circular endless path with curved end segments,
such as a path consisting of two parallel segments jeined
by two semicircular end segments. The weight means is
distributed substantially uniformly along a continuous
portion of the length of the path so that during each
traverse of the path by the weight means the weight
means first moves over one of the end segments of the
path to produce a centrifugal force in one direction and
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over each curved end segment the centrifugal force
which it generates remains in existence for a relatively
long period of time. Preferably, this length of the
weight means is greater than the length of the semicir-
cular end segment of its path and less than one-half the
total length of the path. The long duration centrifugal
forces produced by the weight means cause reciprocat-
ing movement relative to a frame of a carriage to which
the path defining means is fixed, and the carriage is in
turn drivingly connected to the input member of the

- load. The permitted length of stroke of the carriage

along its path of reciprocation is quite long, at least as
long as the radius of curvature of the curved end seg-

~ments of the path of the weight means relative to the

15

25

carriage, and preferably several times the length of such

radius or more, and the drive for the weight means
permits unimpeded movement of the carriage along the

- full length of such stroke, so that the carriage has a wide

20 range of stroke lengths along which it may reciprocate

and it will reciprocate at a stroke length matching its
load-reciprocating with long stroke lengths under light
load conditions and with shorter stroke lengths under
heavier load conditions. The driving connéction may

consist either Gf a direct connection between the car-

riage and a reciprocating input member for the load or
it may include a reciprocating motion to unidirectional

‘rotary motion converter for connecting the reciprocat-

30

ing carriage to a unidirectionally rotatable input mem-
ber for the load. Springs may also be used at one or both
ends of the path of carriage reciprocation relative to the
frame to engage the carriage during the end portions of
some strokes to keep the carriage moving within a given

- range of movement relative to the frame.
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subsequently moves over the opposite end segment of 65

‘the path to produce a centrifugal force in the opposite
direction. The weight means has a substantial length

measured along its path of movement so that as it passes

'BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic dlagrem showing a system
meerperatmg the present invention. 3

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing another sys-
tem incorporating the present invention.

- FIG. 3 is a somewhat schematic side elevational view
of a power transmission system including components
arranged aecordmg to the scheme of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 1s a top view of the system of FIG. 3 taken
generally on the line 4—4 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is an elevational view taken on the line 5—S5 of
FIG. 4 and showing the centrifugal force generating
means of the system of FIGS. 3 and 4. |
FIG. 6 is a view taken on the line 6—6 of FIG. 4.
FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing further the
centrifugal force generating. meehamsm of the system of
FIGS. 3 and 4.

FIG. 8 is a view taken on the line 8—8 of FIG. 4.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing the reciprocat-
ing to unidirectional rotary motion converting mecha-
nism of the system of FIGS. 3 and 4.

FIG. 10 1s a somewhat schematic side elevational
view of a power transmitting system having compo-
nents arranged generally similar to the scheme of FIG.
n . |

FIG. 11 is a somewhat schematic side elevational
view of another power transmitting system embodying
this invention.

FIG. 12 is a somewhat schematic side elevational
view of another power transmitting system embodying
this invention.

F1G. 13 is a schematic perspective view of another
power transmitting system embodying this invention.
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FIG. 14 is an enlarged perspective view of one of the

combined one-way’ clutch and shock absorbing eeu-’

plings empleyed in the system of FIG. 13.
FIG. 15 i5 an elevational view showing an alternative
construction for a portion of the system of FIG. 13.
FIG. 16 is a schematic perSpective view of a power
transmitting system comprising still enether embedl—
ment: 6f thls mventten | S

DESCRIPTIDN OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows: schematically a power transmitting
system embodying the present invention and including a
motor 20, a power transmitting device 22 and a load 24.
The motor 20 may be an electric motor, gasoline engine
or any other prime mover having a rotatable output tor
rotating a rotatable input shaft 26 of the device 22. The
details of the device 22, in various different embodi-
ments, is described below, but for the moment it will be
noted that this device, among other things, serves to

convert the rotary motion of its input shaff 26 to ree1p-.

rocating motion of an output member 28.

The output member 28 of the power transmitting
device 22 of FIG. 1 is shown as a simple shaft or rod. In
an actual device this output member is a carriage, or a
part fixed to such a carriage, rec1preeated under the
influence of alternately appearing oppositely directed
centrifugal forces, In, FIG. 1 the reciprocation of the
output member is indicated by the arrow 30 which
implies reciprocation of the member in a straight line
fashion: In its broader aspects, however, the invention is
not limited to such straight line reciprocation and in-
stead, in some embodiments of the invention, as dis-
closed below, the output member may reciprocate in an
angular fashion by rotating about a central'axis.

In the system of FIG. 1 the reciprocating output
member 28 of the device 22 is connected directly to the
load 24 so that its reciprocating motion is imparted

directly to the load. The load may take a wide variety of

forms and may, for example, be a pump or other power
absorbing device havmg a reciprocating input member.
If the load is a pneumatic or hydraulic pump, the pres-
surized air or hydraulic fluid produced thereby may in
turn be used to drive pneumatic or hydraulic motors for
powering other devices. Also, the load 24 may be a tool
such as a jack hammer bit or a ram for a compactor,
impactor or pile drwer which works in a vibrating man-
ner on other material. That is, the power transmitting
device 22 combined with a proper tool as the load 24
may be designed as a jack hammer and used to split
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rock, drill holes or to break up roads, floors or other
structures. Likewise, it may designed with the proper

tool to serve as a pile driver or as a compactor or vibra-
tor for eempaetmg earth, roadways, foundations, etc.
FIG. 2 shows the invention embodied in a power

transmitting system wherein the driven load 32 has a

umdtrectlenally rotatable input member 34. The system
of FIG 2 is similar to that of FIG. 1 except that the

rempreeetmg output member of the power transmittting’

device 22 is connected to a reciprocating motion to
unidirectional rotary motion converting mechanism 36

which converts the reciprocating motion of the member

28 into a unidirectional rotary thIOII for the leacl input

member 34.
Among other things, the pewer transmitting device

22 of FIG. 2 functions as a torque converter or auto-
matic transmission with a very large variation of gear
ratio to prevent stalling or overload of the motor 20
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despite heavy increases in or stalling of the load 32 and
to permit power to be delivered ta the'load at different
speeds of the load input shaft 34 in accordance with the
heaviness of the load as the motor 20 eperetes at a sub-
stantially constant speed or within a desirable speed
range. Therefore, the load 32 may be anyone of-a wide
variety of devices, such aspumps, vehicles, generators,
or machines with which such power transmission char- -
acteristics are desirable. The-power transmitting device
22 of FIG. 1 also has similar characteristics.

‘Turning to FIGS. 3 to 9, these figiftes show in detail
a power transmitting system according to the system
shown generally in FIG. 2: In this system the compo-
nents of the system, except for the load which 1s not
shown, are carried by a frame 38. The power transmit-
ting mechanism 22 comprises a carriage 40 supported
for horizontal straight line reciprocation, as indicated :
by the arrow 42, by two parallel horizontal rails 44, 44
fixed to the frame and 'a number of wheels 45, 45°
mountéd on the carriage 40 and traveling 1n the rails.’
The carriage 40 has two side walls 46, 46 rotatably
supporting four transverse shafts 48, 48 and 50, 50 ar-
ranged as shown'in FIG. 5 and FIG. 7.-On each-of the
two shafts 48, 48 are fixed two circular members 52, 52
and over corresponding pairs of these two members 52,
52 are trained two endless flexible” members 54, 54.
Preferably, the circular members 52, 52 are toothed
sprocket wheels and the endless flexible members 54, 54
are toller chains or the’like cooperating with such
sprocket wheels, but the circular members 52, 52 and
the flexible endless members 54, 54 may take various
other different forms without departing from the inven-
tion. The flexible endless members 54, 54 serve to carry
and move a weight means, indicated generally at ‘56,
comsisting of a ‘plurality of contiguous elongated
weights 58, 58, such as metallic bars, extending between
and attached to the two flexible members 54, 54.

The endless flexible members 54, 54, when one or the
other of the shafts 48, 48 is rotated, therefore Serve to”
drive and restrain the weights 58, 58 to movemetit along
an endless path consisting of two straight parallel seg-
ments, defined by the distance bétween the two shafts
48, 48, and two semicircular end segiments defined by‘
the curvature of the circular members 32,52,

The weights 58, 58 occupy a substantial portion of the
lenigth of the endless path along whleh they move. This
length of path preferably is less than one-half of the
total path length and greater than the length of each
semicircular path end segment.. Therefore, as will be
evident from FIG. 5, when the welghts 58, 58 are driven
along their endless path, they first pess over one semi-
circular path end portion, without other weights at the
said time moving over the other semicircular path end
portion, and therefore create a first centrifugal force,
such as indicated at 60 in FIG. 5 directed generally“
along the line joining the two centers of the semicircu- -
lar end segments. Thereafter, the weights pass over the
other semicircular path end pertten ‘and produce a sec-’
ond centrifugal force, indicated by the broken line 62 in

'FIG. 5, directed in the opposite ¢ direction along the line’

joining the eenters of the twe emtelreuler path end
segments 7
Since the welghts 53 53 are rllstnbuted over a sub-
stantial Tength of their path of movement it requires a
substantial time for’ these wetghts to pass over each of -
the semicircular path end segments and therefore the
eentrlfugel force 60 or 62 which is generated by such
movement persists for a ‘substantial duratmn of time.
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This duration of time .may- be readily varied in the de-
sign of the apparatus by varying the length of the path
occupled by the weights 58, 58. That is, the longer the
length of the set of weights 58, 58 the longer will persist

each of the alternately occuring centrifugal forces 60

and 62, assuming a constant speed of the shafts 48, 48. In
particular, it will be noted that in contrast to the centrif-
ugal force generated by an eccentric weight. moving
about a given axis and which in any given direction has
a maximum or near maximum value throughout only a
small angular fraction of each revolution of the weight,
the illustrated device allows the centrifugal force 60 or
62 to persist at full maximum value while each shaft 48,
48 undergoes a very large angular movement which
may be as much as one or more full revolutions.

It should be noted, however, that the exact shape of

the path of weight movement is not essential to the
broader aspects of the invention and other noncircular
endless paths, beside the one shown, may be used pro-
vided such paths include two curved end segments
generally opposite one another and which end segments
have radi of curvature smaller than the remainder of
the path 1n general so that oppositely directed and alter-
nately appearing centrifugal forces are produced as the
weight means moves repeatedly around the path.
- In addition to the centrifugal force generator de-
scribed above, the carriage 40 also carries a second
simtlar generator comprised of a pair of endless flexible
members 64, 64 trained over circular members 66, 66
fixed to shafts 50, 50 and carrying a weight means 57
consisting of weights 68, 68 similar to the weights 38,
58. The belts 64, 64 are driven in synchronism with the
belts 54, 54 and the weights 68, 68 are arranged so that
they pass over a semicircular end segment of their path
when the weights 58, 58 pass over a corresponding
semicircular end segment of their path so as to produce
either a first centrifugal force 70 at the same time and in
the same direction as the centrifugal force 60 or a cen-
trifugal force 72 at the same time and in the same direc-
tion -as the centrifugal force 62. As indicated by the
arrows 74 and 76, the belts 64, 64 are driven in a direc-
tion opposiie to the belts 54, 34 so that any vertical
components of centrifugal force produced as the set of
welghts 58, 58 enters or leaves each semicircular end
segment of its path will be balanced or canceled by a
similar oppositely directed vertical component or force
produced by the set of weights 68, 68.

As apparent from FIGS. 3 and 4 the rails 44, 44 sup-
port the carriage 40 for reciprocating movement rela-
tive to the frame 38 along an elongated path which is
quite long Im comparison to the range of movement
normally associated with devices vibrated or agitated
by eccentric weight vibrators. Preferably, such path of

movement for the carriage 40 relative to the frame 38 is

at least as long as the radius of curvature of the end
segments of the path of movement of the weight means
relative to the carriage, and more preferably 1s equal to
several times or more the length of such end segment
radius. For example, if the radius of the end segments
around which the weight means moves 1s three inches
the permitted length of movement of the carrtage 40
atong the rails 44, 44 may be two feet, or even more.
Therfore, under light load conditions the carriage will
move in long strokes along the rails 44, 44 and under
heavier loads will move along shorter strokes. Also, as
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, spring means, such as the
tllustrated springs 77, 77, may be used to engage the
carriage as it nears one end or the cther of its permitted
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range of movement relative to the frame and to thereby
keep the carriage within such range of movement. Also,
as the carriage engages one set of springs such springs
absorb the kinetic energy of the carriage and return it to
the carriages on.its return stroke. The springs may be
used at one or both ends, or neither end, of the carriage
path of movement depending on the particular type of
load to which the carriage is connected.

‘At this point it should be noted that an essential part
of the power transmitting means of this invention is that
it includes, as described above, at least one weight
means restrained to move in a noncircular endless path
including two oppositely driven curved end segments
with the weight having a substantial length along its
travel path. The endless belts 34, 54 with the attached
weights 58, 58, and the similar belts 64, 64 and weighis
68, 68, are only one way in which this structure may be
realized and various other realizations may be made
without departing from the invention. As a further
example, the weight means could consist of a group of
balls or rollers received 1n an endless tube or channel
and moved as a group along such tube or channel by a
mechantcal pusher or pressurized air.

The belts 54, 54 and 64, 64 of the power transmlttmg
device 22 of FIGS. 4, § and 7 are driven by a motor 20
fixed to the frame 38, as shown in FIG. 3, with the
power from the motor being delivered to the carriage
40 through a flexible arm drive 78. The motor drives a
shaft 80 through a set of pulleys and a belt 82. The
flexible arm drive 78 extends between the shaft 80 and
one of the carriage shafts 48 and includes a first rigid
arm 84 and a second rigid arm 86. The arm 84 is pivot-
ally supported at its upper end for movement about the
axis of the shaft 80 and the arm 86 is pivotally supported
at its lower end for pivotal movement about the axis of
the shaft 48. At their other ends the arms 84 and 86 are
pivotal relative to one another about the axis of an inter-
mediate shaft 88. By a belt 90 power is transmitted from
the shaft 80 to the shaft 88 and by another beit 92 power
is transmitted from the shaft 88 to the shaft 48. As the
carriage moves along the rails 44, 44 the flexible arm
drive 78 flexes at the axes of the shafts 80, 88 and 48 and
the lengths of the arms 84 and 86 are such as to allow
the carriage to move freely along the full length of its
path relative to the frame 38 without any substantial
interference or restraint from the motor 20 or the drive
mechanism drivingly connecting the motor to the
weights 58, 58 and 68, 68. For example, in the illustrated
case the permitted stroke of the carriage may be two
feet or more, as mentioned previosly, and the flexible
drive arm 78 accommodates such two feel or more of
carriage movement.

Rotation of the shaft 48 by the belt 92 of the flexible
arm drive drives the first set of weights 58, 58. The
second set of weights 68, 68 1s driven in unison with the
first set by the arrangement shown in FIG. 6 consisting
of a belt or chain or other endless flexible member 94
trained over a pulley 96 fixed to the shaft 48 and a pul-
ley 98 fixed to the adjacent shaft 50 and two other idler
pulleys 100 and 102, the shafts 48 and 50 accordingly
being rotated in opposite directions to drive the belts 54,
54 and 64, 64 1n opposite directions.

The alternately. occurring and oppositely directed
centrifugal forces generated by the weights 58, 58 and
68, 68 are applied to the carriage 40 and cause it to
reciprocate in the straight line direction 42 of FIG. 3.
As mentioned, the duration of these centrnifugal forces
may be varied by varving the length of the sets of
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weights. The frequency, duration and magnitude of
these forces is also dependent on the speed of rotation of
the shafts 48 and 50 which is controlled by the speed of
the motor 20, and the frequency is also dependent on
the spacing between the shafts 48, 48 and between the
~ shafts 80, 50. The frequency of the forces is, however,
quite small in comparison to that generally associated
with eccentric weight vibrators and, for example, 1s
generally less than 10 Hz and preferably less than 5 Hz.

It will also be understood that when the carriage 40 is

connected to a relatively light load it will tend to travel
. through relatively long straokes of reciprocation, and

. when it is attached to a heavier load it will reciprocate

‘through shorter strokes. For example, if the stroke
length under light loads is about two feet the stroke
 length under heavier loads of normal working size will

. be about six inches to twelve inches. Under still heavier

- the stroke size will be yet smaller, and under extremely

“ heavy loads the carriage motion may stop, but without
. “stalling the motor 20. The magnitude of the centrifugal
~ force is dependent on the rate at which the weights are

forced to change their direction of travel as they pass
over the semicircular end segments of their path. In
addition to being dependent on the radius of curvature

~ of the semicircular path end segments this magnitude 1s

. also.dependent on the speed of the carriage. That 1s,

.- when the carriage is forced by the load to stand still or

~ to undergo only very short strokes of reciprocation, the

~ actual path of the weights at each end segment, relative

 to the frame 38, will be almost precisely that of the
semicircular path itself, thereby producing a maximum
“centrifugal force. On the other hand, if the carriage is
- moving through a relatively large stroke when weights
. move over an end segment the actual change in the
direction of the weights, as seen from the frame, will

" beless than that dictated by the semicircular end seg-

-~ ment itself and the centrifugal force will accordingly be
reduced. Thus, the power transmitting device functions
" inherently to deliver a relatively light force at mgh
 speed when the load is light and to deliver a much
larger force at lower speed when the load is heavy.
Also, if the load becomes extremely heavy so as to
completely or nearly stop the motion of the carriage 40
the weights will nevertheless continue to travel without
stalling or overloading the motor 20.

As shown in FIGS. 3, 4 and 9 the reciprocating mo-
tion of the carriage 40 is delivered to the reciprocating
to unidirectional rotary motion converter 36 by a rod
104 fixed to the carriage. The motion converting mech-
" anism includes a pivotal crank 106 supported for pivotal
movement by a shaft 108 and driven by the arm 104, the
arm having a pin on its left-hand end received in a slot
109 in the crank 106. The opposite ends of the crank are
connected to a flexible drive member 110 trained about
a pulley 112 and also trained about the input members of
two one-way clutches 114 and 116. The clutches 114
and 116 have output members in the form of pulleys or
sprockets around which is trained an endless flexible
member 118 also trained about a sprocket or pulley 120
fixed to an output shaft 122 adapted for connection to a
uni-directionally rotatable load. In response to recipro-
cation of the carriage 40 the flexible member 110 1s
alternately driven in opposite directions by the crank
106. In one direction of this motion the clutch 114 1s
engaged to rotate its output member in one direction
and in the opposite direction of this motion the clutch
116 is engaged to drive its output member in the same
direction. The endless flexible member 118 is therefore

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8
driven unidirectionally as the member 110 reciprocates
to accordingly rotate the output shaft 122 in one direc-
tion only. | -

FIG. 10 shows a power transmitting system made in
accordance with the scheme of FIG. 1. This system is
identical to the one shown in more detail in FIGS. 3 to
9 except that the reciprocating motion to undirectional
rotary motion converter 36 of the latter system is omit-
ted and instead the carriage 40 is directly connected to
a load 124 by a drive rod 126 fixed to the carriage. In
this case, the load 124 is shown to be a stationary struc-
ture and may, for example, be a pump, machine, or any
other device requiring a linearly reciprocating input.
Also, the drive to the load is a double acting one like
that of a steam engine piston with power delivered to
the load on both the forward and return strokes of the
drive member.

Also, as previously mentioned the load of F1G. 10
may be in the form of a tool utilizing the reciprocating
or vibratory movement of the carriage for working on
various materials or structures. In this case, the entire
power transmitting system, including the tool may be
designed to be portable so as to be capable of being
moved to the job either by hand or by appropriate lift-
ing or conveying equipment.

FIG. 11 shows a form of the power transmitting
system of this invention particularly well adapted to
provide power in repetitive impulses of relatively high
value. The system of this figure includes a carriage 128
having weights means 130 and 132 a flexible arm drive
134 and a motor 136. These parts and their associated
structure are similar to the carriage 40, weight means 56
and 57, flexible arm drive 78 and motor 20 of the system
of FIGS. 3 to 9 and need not be further associated in
detail. : -'

The carriage 128 is supported for vertical sliding
movement relative to a frame 138, and when the weight

means 130 and 132 are driven the carriage 128 recipro-

cates vertically because of the centrifugal forces gener-
ated by the two weight means. That is, when the weight
means pass over the upper semicircular end segments of
their paths of movement centrifugal forces are created
which drive the carriage 128 upwardly. Likewise, when
the weight means move over their lower semicircular
path end segments downwardly directed centrifugal
forces are produced which, together with gravity, drive
the carriage downwardly. |

ocated below the carriage 128 is a drive part in the
form of a horizontal bar 140 supported for vertical slid-
ing movement by two guide rods 142, 142 and by the
frame 138. Two stops 144, 144 on the upper ends of the
rods 142, 142 limit upward movement of the bar 140 to
an upwardly limited position, such as shown in FIG. 11,
and a spring 146 resiliently urges the bar 140 upwardly
toward engagement with the stops 144, 144. At the
lower end of the housing 28 is a bumper 148.

In the operation of the system of FIG. 11, when the
weight means 130 and 132 are driven upwardly directed
centrifugal forces first lift the carriage 128 above the bar
140. Then, when downwardly directed centrifugal
forces are next produced these forces, together with
gravity, drive the carriage downwardly bringing the
bumper 148 into contact with the bar 140 with a large
impact or sledge hammer effect. The momentum or
kinetic energy of the carriage and the remaining portion
of the downwardly directed centrifugal forces are cush-
ioned by the spring 146 as the bar 140 1s driven down-
wardly by the bumper 148. Subsequently the energy
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stored in the compressed spring is returned to the car-

9

riage 128 and forces the carriage upwardly in a motion
which is then assisted by the next appearance of the
upwardly directed centrifugal forces. This process re-
peats itself for as long as the weight means are driven
with the result that the bar 140 1s repetitively struck and
moved downwardly by the bumper. 148 with each oc-
“currence of such downward movement being followed
by reverse upward movement effected by the 5pr1ng

146.

The vertical reciprocating movement of the be.r 140 Is

communicated to a load, represented by the shaft 150,
by a reciprocating to unidirectional rotary motion con-
verting device indicated generally at 152. This includes
a first flexible drive member 154 fixed to the bar 140 and

driving the input members of two one-way clutches 156

and 158 and a second flexible drive member 160 driven

by the output members of the two clutches 156 and 158. |

and unidirectionally driving the output shaft 150.
- If the weight of the carriage 128 1s relatively light and

the spring 146 relatively heavy the carriage may recip-
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- the two motors 170 and 174 a single motor could alsobe o

rocate vertieallylwitheut having good cooperation with = -

the bar 140. That is, the carriage at times may tend to "
reciprocate in the upper portions-of:the frame 138 so

that during a'down stroke it may either not engage the
bar 140 or engage it with little momentum before being
driven into its next upstroke by upwardly directed cen-

trifugal forces. This can be alleviated by providing a

10

includes a weight means 168. Each of these two weight
means 166 and 168, and the associated means for re-
straining it to an endless path of motion, is similar to the
weight means 56 and its associated path restraining
means- of the FIGS. 3 to 9 system. The weight means
166 is driven by a motor 170 through a flexible arm
drive 172 and the weight means 168 is driven by the
motor 174 through a flexible arm linkage 176. The two
motors are constrained to operate in-synchronism and
the weight means 166 and 168 are so arranged that

- when the weight means 166 passes over the lower semi-

circular end segment of its path the other weight means
168 passes over the upper semicircular end segment of

-its path, and vice versa. Therefore, when the weight

means 166 produces a downwardly directed centrifugal
force the weight means 168 at the same time produces

an upwardly directed eent_rlfuga_l force, and when the
- weight means 166 produces an upwardly directed cen-
. trifugal force the weight méans 168 produces a down-

wardly directed centrifugal force. Of course, instead of

‘used with a drive: mechanism for: ~driving both the
~ weight means 166 and the welght means. 168 mmulta«

neeusly in the manner described.

25

‘Both carriages 162 and 164 are supeerted for vertteal |

) shdlng movement by a frame 178 and’ are joined for

" synchronous movement by a flexible connecting means
. including a first flexible member 180 havmg its two ends

means - to- resist movement of the carriage upwardly :

beyond a- given point. Such means could be a spring at
the upper pertlen of the frame arranged to res:hently
resist upward carriage movement beyond a given’point.
It may also be a means.such as shown in FIG. 11 for

drivingly ‘connecting the carriage- ‘to the load as- it

moves upwardly beyond a given point. This means

35
includes an endless belt 141 trained over an upper

sprocket 143 and a lower sprocket, not seen in FIG. 11,

fixed to a shaft 145; The shaft is fixed to the input mem-

ber of a one-way clutch 147 having its output memberin

driving engagement with the belt 160. Therefore, in one

direction in FIG. 11, its movement is drivingly con-
nected to the load. The belt 141 is connected to the

- direction of movement of the belt 141, the clockwise =

connected to the bottoms of the carriages and a second
30

flexible member 182 having its two ends connected to

the tops of the carriages. It will therefore be apparent

_from FIG. 12 that the upwardly and downwardly ap- =
pearing centrifugal ferces preduced by the weight =
means 166 and. 168 cause the carriages 162 and 164 to
reciprocate vertically in. opposite phase to one another
“and thereby alternately move the flexible member 182in
‘opposite directions. The member 182 is in turn con- .
- nected to a load, represented by the shaft 184, by a
reciprocating motion to -unidirectional rotary motion .

converting device, indicatéd generally at 186, similar to

the corresponding mechanism of FIG. 11 and including

. two one-way clutches 188 and 190 having their input |
- members driven by the flexible member 182 and another |

carriage 128 by a lost motion device 149 and a weight

151 urges it to the pesitien shown in FIG. 11. During an
upwarcl stroke of the carriage after the carriage reaches
a given point, the lost motion device engages so that
further upward motion is connected to the load through

435

the belt 141, the one-way clutch 147 and the belt 160.

When the carriage next moves downwardly the weight
151 returns the belt 141 and the lost motion device 149

to their 1llustrated pemtlens in preparedness for the next
upstroke.

With regard to FIG. 11, it should also be neted that in
some applications the bar 140 and other parts of the
reciprocating motion to unidirectional rotary motion
drive may be omitted and the bumper 148 or some other
tool fixed to it may be used to deliver heavy impacts to
‘some other work object or material. For example, the
system in this configuration could be used as part ef a
pile driver or punch press. '

A system usmg two vertically shidable carriages 162
and 164 is shown in FIG. 12. In this case,; each carriage

is shown as having only a single centrifugal force gener-

ator but two such generators for each carriage, as in the
system of FIGS. 3 to 9, could be provided if-desired.
The centrifugal force generator of the carriage 162
includes a weight means 166 and that of the carriage 164

50
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endless flexible member 192 connecting the output |

members of the clutches to the shaft 184.

~ In keeping with the invention, the reciprocating car-
riage of the power transmitting system need not neces-
sarily be constrained to "Stralght line reciprocating
movement and instead may be supported for angular
reelpreeatlen about an arcuate or circular path. Such a
latter system is shown in FIGS, 13 and 14. Referring to
FIG. 13, the system there illustrated includes two angu-
larly reciprocating carriages 194 and 196. Actually,
only one of these carriages 1s required, bu{ preferably
both are provided to achieve a greater output and a
counterbalancing of certain forces and torques to yield
smoother operation. Both of the carriages and their
associated weight means are of substantially the same
construction and, therefore, similar parts of both car-
riages have been given similar reference numbers and
need be described only once.

- Considering the construction of the earnages, each
includes two x-shaped side members 198, 198 rotatably
supported for rotation about a central axis by a central
shaft 200. This shaft, together with other shafts 202, 204
and 206 are suitably rotatably supported by an assoct-
ated frame which has been omitted in FIG. 13 for clar-
ity. At some radial distance from the shaft 200, the side
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pieces 198, 198 carry two shafts 208, 208.carrying
sprockets and cooperating with a weight means. 210
similar to the weight means 56 of the system of FIGS. 3
to 9. The two shafts 208, 208 are equally spaced from
the axis of the shaft 200 and correspond to the shafts 48
48 for the weight means 56 of FIGS. 3 to 9.

Diametrically opposite the two shafts 208, 208 the
carriage side members 198, 198 also carry. two other
shafts 212, 212 which cooperate with a second weight
means 214 similar to the first weight means 210, the two
shafts 212, 212 being spaced the same distance from the
central axis as the-two shafts 208, 208. The two weight
means. of each carriage 194 and 196 are driven by a
motor. 216 through a belt 218 and a sleeve 220 rotatably
surrounding the shaft 200. As shown for the carriage
196, the sleeve 220 has fixed thereto one sprocket which
drives a belt 222 for driving the first weight means 210
and a second sprocket for another belt 224 driving the
second weight means 214. Similar sprockets and belts
are provided for driving the two weight means of the
carriage 194, but these are hidden from view in FIG. 13.

For each carriage the two weight means 210 and 214
are driven in the same direction, as indicated by the
arrows, and the weight means are so arranged that as
the first weight means 210 passes over that one of its
semicircular path end segments which produces a
clockwise - directed ' centrifugal force,. relative to the
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the shaft 204 by wrtue of the two Shaf'ts 2!]2 and 204
being drivingly connected with one anﬂther through

the agency: of the belt 230 Therefore, as the two-car-
riages 194 and 196 reciprocate angu]&rly about the shaft o
200 both of the shafts 202 and 204 are-an gularly recipro~ .

cated. This-motion-is converted to unidirectional: rotary.

motion by two:one-way. clutches 238 and 240 and an. - .- |
endless belt 242.:The two clutches 238 and 240 have . -~ -7
their inpuit members Gonnected: respectwely to the two. o

shafts 202 and 204, and their-output members are can-'_‘_-,_-}; o

nected to the shaft 206 by the belt 242

~In some instances it may be. demrable to pmwde a".'-::' S
shock - absorbing coupling between the reclprﬂcatmg.If'-i'.-_;:,_"-'-':.'5_-'.-"'-.-. |

carriages and the load, and in the: system-of FIG. 13

such a shock absorber muplmg may ‘be provided by -

inserting for each of the one-way clutches 238 and 240

a device such as shown in FIG. 14. The device of FIG. f;.;- o o
- 14 includes a clutch which is taken to.be the clutch 238° - .~

of FIG. 13, This clutch has an output member 244 and

an input member 246. The input member: 246 is con- L

- nected to a spring coupling mchlc_lmg a _drw,e;;t member

25

shaft 200, the second weight means 214 passes over that

one of its semicircular path end segments which also

produce a clockwise directed centrifugal force, and, of 30

course, when the first weight means next passes over 1ts
other end segment to produce a counterclockwise cen-

trifugal force the second weight means at the same time

passes over its other end segment to also produce a
counterclockwise directed force. The clockwise forces
therefore appear simultaneously and alternate with si-

multaneously appearing counterclockwise
thereby .causing the associated carriage 194 or 196 to

reciprocate angularly about the axis of the shaft 200.

Further, beacuse.the carriages 194 and 196 are angu-
larly movable about the axis of the shaft 200 the lengths
of their paths of reciprocation are virtually unlimited
and therefore-may be as short as or as long as required
to suit the associated load and other factors. -

For each carriage the two weight means are so ar-
ranged that the two centrifugal forces produced by
these weight means when they appear have the same
clockwise or counterclockwise sense. However, as be-
tween the two carriages, the weight means are arranged
so .that when clockwise forces are produced in one
carriage counterclockwise forces are produced m the
other carriage and vice versa. Accordingly, the two
carriages 194 and 196 reciprocate in directions opposite
to one another and thereby produce a balancing of
forces on.the shafts 202 and 204 to avoid twists and
strains on -these shafts such as would be tmposed
thereon by the sudden starting and stopping of a single
carriage. y

The two carriages are connected to a load, repre-
sented by the shaft 206, by a sprocket or wheel 226 fixed
to each carriage. The sprocket 226 of the carriage 194
drives a belt 228 drivingly connected with a sprocket
232 fixed to the shaft 202. The sprocket 226 of the car-
riage 196 drives a belt 230 which drives both a sprocket
234 fixed to the shaft 202 and another. spmcket 236 fixed
to the shaft 204.

Although the belt 228 0f the first carriage 194 1s di-
rectly connected only with the shaft 202, it also drives

forces

35

248, an intermediate member 250 and- a drive member
252. The drive member 252 is fixed to the:shaft 2027and
the driven member 248 is fixed to the input member 246
of the clutch. The intermediate member 250 has a num-
ber of teeth 254, 254 which- are received in- slots:in the:
drive member 252 and driven member-248. When no
load is transmitted from the driving member 252 to the
driven member 248 springs 256, 256 urge the intermedi-
ate member 250 to the illustrated position. As the:drive
member 256 is rotated in the power transferring-direc-
tion, clockwise in FIG. 14, the springs 256, 256 resil-
iently absorb:some of the initial motion of the driving
member 252 and thereby absorb the shock of a.sudden
start. Thereafter, the teeth 254, 254 engage the ends-of;
the slots in which they are received and provide a posi-
tive driving connection between the driving member

- 252 and the driven member 248. When the shaft 202
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thereafter rotates in the opposite or-non-power transfer-
ring direction the springs 256, 256 return the intermedi-

~ate member 250 to the FIG. 14 position,

An alternate form of prowdmg a shock . absurbmg-
coupling in the system of FIG. 13 is shown in. FI. 135..
As shown in this figure, the wheel 226 of each carriage
is supported for angular movement on the center shaft
200 so as to be angularly movable relative to the adja-
cent carriage side member 198, and it is drivingly con-
nected with such member by a number of spring cou-
plings 258, 258. Each of these couplings includes a bar
260 fixed to the carriage side piece 198 and received in
an -opening 262 in the wheel 226. Associated with the
bar 260 are two springs 264, 264, carried by the wheel
226, which tend to urge the wheel to a neutral angular
position relative to the carriage side piece. The springs
resiliently resist movement of the- bar. 260 in. either di-
rection from its neutral, position, but after a- small
amount of travel in either direction from its npeutral
position the bar will engage the corresponding end of
the opening 262 to thereafter provide:a positive drive
connection _between the carriage and the wheel 226.

FIG. 16 shows another power trapsmission -system:
with-angularly reciprocating carriages, but wherein the
carriages are connected to a'load through a drivemeans
providing -for some slack movement of the_.carriages
independently of the load thereby allowing- the car-
riages -during each reversal of the direction of their:
movement to build up a certain amount. of mnmentum
before being coupled to the-load. -




4,398,431

13

Referring to FIG. 16, the two carriages-and their
associated centrifugal force -generators:are generally
similar to the carriages 194 and 196 of FIG. 13 and,
therefore, similar parts have been given the same refer-
ence numbers as in FIG. 13 and need not be described in
further detail. The drive means for connecting the two
carriages to the load, represented by the shaft 266, in-
cludes, for the carriage 194, a drive pin 268 fixed to the
carriage and received in a yoke 270 fixed to the upper
end of a drive rod 272. This drive rod extends through
two fixed plates 274 and 276 and is connected at its
lower end to an endless belt 278. Fixed to the rod 272
arc two stops 280 and 282. Between the itwo plates 274
and- 276 1s a spring 284 surrounding the rod 272 and
bearing against two end cups 286 and 288. These two
end cups are unattached from the plates 274 and 276 and
are ahgned with openings in the plates 274 and 276
sufficiently large to allow the end stops 280 and 282 to
freely pass through the plates and into engagement with
the cups 286 and 288.:

- The two stops 280 and 282 are spaced from one an-
other along the rod 272 by a distance greater than the
spacing between the two end cups 286 and 288 so that
the rod 272 has an iniermediate range of movement
throughout which it is free of the spring. However,
when. the rod is moved upwardly a sufficient distance
the lower stop 282 encounters the lower end cup 288 of
the:spring so that further upward movement of the rod
1s resiliently resisted by the spring. Likewise, when the
rod 15 moved downwardly a sufficient distance the
upper stop 280 engages the upper end cup 286 so that
further downward movement of the rod is resiliently
resisted by the spring,

The movement of the drive pin 268 in the voke 270
provides a range of movement for the carriage 194
throughout which it is able to move slackly or indepen-
dently of the rod 272 and throughout which it is there-
fore completely uncoupled from the load. After the
drive pin 268 strikes the upper or lower end of the yoke
further movement of the carriage 194 is coupled to the
load with such movement first being without resistence
from the spring 284 and later with the spring resistance
being added. When the motion of the carriage thereaf-
ter reverses, the reverse procedure takes place with the
spring 284 adding its stored energy to the rod 272 to aid
in driving 1t in the opposite direction. This smooths out
the power delivery to the output shaft and makes the
sysiem less jerky.

‘The belt 278 driven by the rod 272 has its reciprocat-
ing motion converted to unidirectional rotary motion
for the shaft 266 by two one-way clutches 290 and 292
drivingly connected with the output shaft 266 by an
endless belt 294, The second carriage 196 is also driv-
ingly connected with the load through a drive rod 294
having a yoke 270 at its upper end receiving a drive pin
268 fixed to the carriage. The drive rod 294 is also driv-
ingly connected to a flexible belt 296. The rod 294,
however, need not have its own spring device since that
for the rod 272 also serves the rod 294 by virtue of the
iwo rods being drivingly connected to one another
through the two belts 296 and 278 and the intermediate
shafts and Sprnckets

I claim: -

1. A system mcludmg a rotatable drive member,
load and a power:transmitting device for drivingly
connecting said drive member to said load, said device
comprising a ‘weight.means, a carriage, means con-
nected to said carriage restraining said weight means to
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movement along a path fixed relative to said carrage
and consisting of two substantially parallel segments
jomed by two substantially semicircular end segments,
said weight means being distributed substantially uni-
formly along a continuous portion of the length of said
path, which portion is substantially less than the total
length of said path, so that during each traverse of said
path by said weight means a first centrifugal force,
directed 1n one direction along the axis joining the cen-
ters of said two semicircular end segments, is produced
as said weight means passes over the first of said two
semicircular segments and a second centrifugal force,
directed in the opposite direction along said axis, 1s
produced as said weight means moves over the other of
said two semicircular segments 'of said path, means
drivingly connecting said drive member to said weight
means to cause said weight means to be driven along
sald path in response to rotation of said drive member,
a frame, means supporting said carriage for reciprocat-
ing movement relative to satd frame along a given elon-
gated path fixed relative to:said frame and which path is
at least as long as the radius of one of said semicircular
end segments, said path of reciprocating movement
being arranged generally in the same direction as said
axis 50 that said carriage is urged to move a2long said
elongated path relative to said frame by said centrifugal
forces, a power source, means drivingly connecting said.
power source to said drive member so as to drivingly-
rotate said drive member without interfering with the
movement of said carriage relative to said frame along
said elongated path, and means for drivingly connecting
said carriage to said load to cause said load to be driven
in response to the reciprocating motion of said carriage,
whereby said carriage 1s enabled to move through
strokes of relatively large amplitude and duration.

2. A system as defined 1in claim 1 further character-
1zed by said portion of the length of said path along
which said weight means 15 distributed being greater
than the length of each of said semicircular end seg-
ments of said path and less than onehalf the total length
of said path. |

3. A system as defined in claim 1 further character-
ized by said weight means and said means restraining
said weight means to movement along a path consisting
of two parallel segments joined by two semicircular end
segments comprising first and second rotatable mem-
bers rotatable about spaced parallel axes, a flexible end-
less member tramed over said two rotatable members,
and a plurality of weights located contiguous to one
another along a portion of said endless flexible member
and attached to said member for movement therewith.

4. A system as defined in claim 1 further character-
ized by said weight means and said means restraining
saild weight means for movement along a path fixed
relative to said carriage and consisting of two parallel
segments Jjoined by two semicircular end segments com-
prising a first pair of circular members rotaiable about a
first axis and spaced from one another along said axis, a
second pair of circular members rotatable about and
spaced from one another along a second axis parailel to
and spaced from said first axis, two flexible endless
members ¢ach trained over a respective one of said first
pair of circular members and a corresponding one of
said second pair of circular members, a plurality of
weilghts arranged contiguous to one another along a
given portion of the length of said two flexible mem-
bers, cach of said weights extending transversely from
one of said flexible members to the other, and means
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attaching each of said weighis to both of said flexible
members for movement therewith.

5. A system as defined in claim 1 further character-
ized by said means supporting said carriage for recipro-
cating movement relative to said frame restraining said
carriage to motion along a substantially straight line
-path fixed relative to said frame.

6. A system as defined in claim 3 further character-
ized by said load having an input member which 1is
reciprocable along substantially a straight line path, and
said means drivingly connecting said carriage to said
load being means directly connecting said carriage to
said input member to cause said input member to move
with said carriage.

7. A system as defined in claim 1 further character-
ized by said load having a rotatable input member, and
said means drivingly connecting said carriage to said
load including a reciprocating motion to unidirectional
rotary motion converting mechanism. |

8. A system including a rotatable drive member, a
load and a power transmitting device for drivingly
connecting said drive memebr to said load, said device
comprising a weight means, a carriage, means con-
nected to said carriage restraining satd weight means to
movement along a path fixed relative to said carriage
and consisting of two substantially parallel segments
joined by two substantially semicircular end segments,
said weight means being distributed substantially um-
formly along a continuous portion of the length of said
path so that during each traverse of said path by said
weight means a first centrifugal force is produced as
said weight means passes over the first of said two semi-
circular segments and a second centrifugal force having
a direction generally opposite to that of said first cen-
trifugal force is produced as said weight means moves
over the other of said two semicircular segments of said
path, means drivingly connecting said drive member to
said weight means to cause said weight means to be
driven along said path in response to rotation of said
drive member, a frame, means restraining said carriage
to reciprocating movement relative to said frame along
a given elongated path fixed relative to said frame under
the influence of said centrifugal forces, and means for
drivingly connecting said carriage to said load to cause
said load to be driven in response to the reciprocating
motion of said carriage, said means restraining said
carriage to reciprocating motion restraining said car-
riage to motion along a substantially straight line path,
said load having a rotatable input member, and said
means drivingly connecting said carriage to said load
including a reciprocating motion to unidirectional ro-
tary motion converting mechanism, said reciprocating
motion to unidirectional rotaty motion converting
mechanism including a crank supported for rotation
about a given axis, an arm connecting said carriage to
said crank for angularly reciprocating said crank about
said given axis in response to the reciprocation of said
carriage along said straight line path, a series of rotat-
able members, a flexible member attached to said crank
and trained about said series of rotatable members so
that said flexbile member moves in one direction and the
opposite as said crank is reciprocated in opposite direc-
tions about said given axis, two of the rotatable mem-
bers about which said flexible member is trained being
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the input members of two one-way clutches, each of 65

said one-way clutches having an output member, and
said clutches being arranged so that when said flexible
member moves in one direction one of said clutches is
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engaged to drive its output member in one angular
direction and so that when said flexible member moves
in the Gppasite direction the other of said one-way
clutches is engaged to drive its output member in the
same angular direction, and means drivingly connecting
both of said output members of said two one-way
clutches to said rotatable input member of said load.

9. A system as defined in claim 1 further character-
ized by a second weight means similar to satd first men-
tioned weight means, means connected to said carriage
restraining said second wetght means to movement
along a second path of a length and shape similar to that
of said first-mentioned path and which second path 1s
fixed relative to said carriage and consists of two paral-
lel segments joined by two semicircular end segments,
said two parallel segments of said second path being
parallel to said two parallel segments of said first path,
said first and second paths being further arranged so
that the center of one of the semicircular segments of
said second path is located in a plane substantially per-
pendicular to the parallel segments of said paths and
containing the center of the corresponding semicircular
portion of said first path and so that the center of the

~other of said semicircular segments of said second path

is located in a plane generally perpendicular to said
parallel segments of said paths and containing the center
of the corresponding semicircular segment of said sec-:
ond path, and means drivingly connecting said drive
member to said second weight means to cause said sec--
ond weight means to be driven along said second path
in response to rotation of said drive member and in
sychronism with said first weight means so that said two
weight means move in opposite directions about their
respectwe paths but pass over their correspandmg end
portions at the same time.

10. A system as defined in claim 1 further ~Zharacter-
ized by said means supporting said carriage for recipro-
cating movement relative to said frame restraining satd
carriage to motion relative to satd Frame along a circu-
lar path. .

11. A system as defined in claim 10 further character-
ized by said carriage being restrained to movement
relative to said frame about a central axis fixed relative
to said frame, and said path for said weight means bemng
located radially outwardly from said central axis with
the two centers of said two semicircular end segments
of said path being located at substantially equal radial
distances from said central axis.

12. A system as defined in claim 11 further character-
ized by said device further including a second weight
means and a second path defining restraining means for
said second weight means similar to said first mentioned
weight means and to said first mentioned path defining
restraining means, said second path deﬁmng restraining
means being connected to said carriage substantially
diametrically opposite from said first path defining re-
straining means, said means for drivingly connecting
said drive member to said weight means being means
driving said first and second weight means in synchro-
nism along their respective paths in response to rotation
of said drive member and so that as said first weight
means passes aver one of the end segments of its path to
produce 2 centrifugal force causing rotation of sad
carriage in one direction about said central axis said
second weight means passes over a corresponding one
of the end segments of its path to produce a centrifugal
force tending to rotate said carriage in the same direc-
tion about said central axis.
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13. A system as defined in claim 12 further character-
1zed by a second carriage supported for rotation relative
to said frame about said central axis and spaced along
said central axis from said first carriage, third and fourth
path defining restraining means fixed to said second
carriage at diametrically opposite positions relative to
said central axis and which third and fourth path defin-
ing restraining means are generally similar to said first
path defining restraining means, third and fourth weight
means generally similar to said first weight means for
movement respectively along said third and fourth path

defining restraining means, said means for drivingly

connecting said drive member to said weight means
including means for driving said third and fourth
weight means in synchronism with said first and second

weight means so that as said first weight means passes

one of the end segments of its path to produce a centrif-
“ugal force tending to rotate said first carriage in one
direction .about said central axis, said third and fourth
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means of said first-mentioned carriage, said means for
driving said first-mentioned weight means in response
to. rotation of said drive member including means for
driving said second weight means in synchronism with

said first weight means with said two weight means

being so phased that when the centrifugal force gener-
ated by said first weight means is directed downwardly
the centrifugal force generated by said second weight
means is directed upwardly and vice versa, and a flexi-
ble connecting means connected to said two carriages
and a plurahty of rotatable members about which said
flexible connecting means 1s trained for causing said two
carriages to move in synchronism and for causing said
flexible connecting means to be driven alternately in
opposite directions, and said means for drivingly con-

" necting said carriage to said load including means driv-

welght means pass over corresponding end segments of 20

said third and fourth paths to create centrlfugal forces
tending to rotate said second carnage in the opposite
direction about said central- axis, and means drivingly
connecting said second carrlage to sard load.

14.- A power transmitting system as defined in claim 1
further characterized by said means drivingly connect-
o mg said carriage to Sﬂld laad mcludmg a shock. absorb-

| _-1ng cauphng | N
18, A power transrmttmg systern as defined in claim 1

L ;further characterized by said carriage being supported
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- for straight-line motion along.a-vertical axis, said path
- defining. restraining. means for'said welght means being

- arranged relative to said carriage so that said centrifugal

forces are directed genera]ly along said vertical axis so-
~"as to tend to alternately raise and lower said carriage,

‘said means for drivingly connecting said carriage to said

. load including a drive part located below said carriage

“and supported for vertical sliding” tmovement, means

. limiting the upward movement of said dnive part to an
‘upwardly limited position, a spring means biasing said
-~ drive part upwardly towards said upwardly limited -
- —position and resiliently’ resisting -its downward move-
- ment, said drive part being arranged to be engaged and

ingly connecting said flexible connecting means to said
load. - .

18. A power transmitting syatem*as defined in claim 1
further characterized by said means for drivingly con-

necting said carriage to said load including a lost motion

and spring coupling whereby said carriage throughout a
portion of its reclprncatmg motion 15 free to move inde-
pendently of said load and whereby said carrlage is
drivingly connected to said load through a spring
throughout the remainder of its range of reciprocating
motion. -

19. A power transmitting system as defined in claim 1
further characterized by a driving member supported
for shding movement, and. means including a spring
means associated with said driving member whereby
said . driving member has a range of sliding movement
including a middle portion at which said driving mem-

- ber is free to move independently of said spring means
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and two end portions on opposite sides of said mld-pnru
tion at which movement of said driving member away

from said mid-portion is resiliently resisted by said

spring means, said means for drivingly connecting said

" carriage to said load including means connecting said

40

~ moved by said carriage during its downward movement -

. so that the downward momentum of said carriage and
. the: accompanying downwardly directed centrifugal

435

| -~ force 1s resisted by said spring means and so that there-

after said spring means aids the subaequently appearmg -

upwardly directed centnfuga] force in moving said
1camaga upwardly, and ‘means drwmgly cannectlng
3:sa1d drive part to said load. -
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driving member to said carriage so as to be slidably
reciprocated in response to the reciprocating motion of

-satd carriage, and means drivingly connecting said

spring means to said load.
- 20. A power transmitting system as defined in claim
19 further characterized by said means connecting said
driving member to said carriage including a lost motion
coupling allowing said carriage to move independently
of said driving member ﬂver a portion of its range of
maovement. |

21. A power transmitting system as daﬁned in claim 1

further characterized by said means supporting said

16.- A power transmitting system as deﬁned in claim

15 further characterized by said carriage being free to

move upwardly beyond said upwardly limited pasntlan .

of said drive part. .

- 17. A power transmitting system as defined in claim 1
further characterized by said carriage being supported
for straight-line motion along a vertical axis and said
path defining restraining means for said weight means
being arranged so that said centrifugal forces are di-
rected generally along said vertical axis so as to tend to
alternately raise and lower said carriage, a second car-
riage located adjacent said first mentioned carriage and
supported for straight-line motion along another verti-
cal axis, said second carriage having associated there-
with a second weight means and a path defining re-
straining means for said second weight means similar to
said weight means and said path defining restraining
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carriage for reciprocating movement relative to said

. frame restraining said carriage to motion relative to said
- frame about a central axis, and said means connecting
‘said carriage to a load including a drive wheel also

supported for rotation relative to said frame about said
central axis adjacent to said carriage, a spring coupling
between said carriage and said wheel, said spring cou-
pling establishing a neutral position of said carriage
relative to said wheel and resiliently resisting movement
of said carriage relative to said wheel in either direction
from said neutral position and said coupling also estab-
lishing two end stop positions on either side of said
neutral position at which movement of said carriage
realtive to said wheel is positively stopped, a flexible
drive member trained over said drive wheel, and means

drivingly connecting said flexible drive member to said
load.
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22. A power transmitting system as defined in claim 1
further characterized by said means supporting said
carriage for reciprocating movement relative to said
frame restraining said carriage to motion relative to said
frame about a central axis, and said means connecting
sald carnage to a load including a drive wheel fixed to

said carriage, a first flexible drive member trained over -

said ‘drive wheel, two one-way clatches having input

members driven by said first ﬂemb]e drive member, said

two clutches being arranged so that one is engaged
when said flexible drive member moves in one direction
and the other is engaged when said flexible drive mem-
ber moves in the opposite direction, said clutches also
having output members, a second endless flexible mem-

ber driven by both of the output members of said two

clutches, and means drivingly connecting said second
endless flexible member to said load.

23. A power transmitting system as defined in cldim
22 further characterized by a spring coupling connect-
ing said first flexible member to each of said input mem-
bers of said clutches, said spring coupling when said
first flexible member starts to move in the direction to
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engage the associated clutch first providing a resilient

spring connection between said flexible member and the
associated clutch input member and thereafter provid-
ing a positive drive connection between said flexible
member and said associated clutch input member.
24. A power transmlttmg system comprlsmg a frame,
a carriage, means supporting said carnage on said frame
for reciprocating movement of said carriage relative to
said frame along a given elongated path of reciproca-

tion fixed relative to said frame, a weight means, means

driving said weight means along an endless clongated
path fixed relative to said carriage and having two
curved end segments at opposite ends thereof, said
weight means being distributed substantially uniformly
along a continuous fractional pDrtmn of the length of
said endless path, which portion is substantially less
than the total length of said path, so that during each
traverse of said endless path by said weight means a first

centrlfugal force, directed in one direction along the

axis joining said two end segments, is produced as said
weight means passes over the first of said two curved

end segments and a second centrlfugal force, directed in
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the opposite direction along said axis, is produced as 45

said weight means passes over the other of said two
curved end segments, said endless path being so ar-
ranged relative to said path of reciprocation that said
axis along which said first and second centrifugal forces
are directed is oriented in generally the same direction
as said path of reciprocation so that said centrifugal

forces drive said carriage in reciprocating movement’
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relative to said frame a]ong said path of rempmcatlon )
said path of reciprocation having a length at least as
great as the radius of curvature of one of said two
curved eﬁd segments, and means utilizing said recipro-
catmg mﬂvement 0f sald carrlage, whereby said car-
riage is enabled to move thmugh strokes Df relatwe]y
Iarge amplitude and duration.

25. A power. transmitting system as defined in claim
24 further characterlzed by’ said endless elungated path
mnﬂlstmg of two substantially parallel segments _]Dlned"”'
by two-substantially semicircular end segments. "

- 26. A power transmlttmg system as definied in claim
24 ‘further characterized by said means driving. said
weight means including a means connected 'fo the car-
riage restraining the weight means to movement along”
said endless path, a rotatable drive member, means driv-
ingly connecting said drive member to said weight
means to cause said weight means to be driven along
said endless path in response to rotation of said drive
member, a power source, and means clriving'lj'r'cannect-' |
ing said power source to said drive membér so as to’
drivingly rotate said drive member without interfering
with the movement of said carrlage relatwe tD sald'
frame said elnngated path. - g

27. A power transmitfing system as defined in claim
24 further characterized by said portion of the length of
said endless path along ‘which said weight means is
distributed being greater than the length of each of sald
end segments. - e -

28. A power transmitting system- as deﬁned in clalm 1
further characterized by said given elongated path of
said carriage relative to said frame being at least as long -
as several times the length of the radlus Gf one of sald-
semicircular end’ segments a - -

29. A power transmitting system as deﬁned In clmm .
24 further characterized by said path ‘of reciprocation
having a length at least as long as several times the
length of the radius of curvature of one ﬂf‘ smd twn“'-
curved end segments. E

30. A power transmitting device as deﬁned n clalm 1
further characterized by a spring means at at Jeast one
end of the path of movement of said carriagé felative to
said frame for engaging said carriage to absorb its km<"
etic energy and to return such energy t{} ';atd carnage
on its return stroke. |

31. A pnwer transmlttmg device as defined’in claim
24 further characterized by a spring means at at least
one end of the path of movement of said carriage rela-
tive to said frame for engaging said cairiage to absorb
its kinetic energy and to return such energy to sard-

carnage on its return stroke.
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